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With Hezbollah's entry into the Lebanese government in 2009 and forceful intervention in the
Syrian civil war, the potent Shi‘i political and military organization continues to play an enormous
role in the Middle East. A hybrid of militia, political party, and social services and public works
provider, the group is the most powerful player in Lebanon. Policymakers in the United States
and Israel usually denounce Hezbollah as a dangerous terrorist organization and refuse to
engage with it, yet even its adversaries need to contend with its durability and resilient popular
support. Augustus Richard Norton’s incisive account stands as the most lucid, informed, and
balanced analysis of Hezbollah yet written--and this fully revised and updated edition features a
new prologue and conclusion, as well as two new chapters largely devoted to the group’s recent
activities, including its involvement in Syria. Hezbollah is a work of perennial importance and
remains essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the Middle East.

From Publishers WeeklyIn this remarkably thorough, articulate portrait of Hezbollah, Norton, a
Boston University anthropology and international relations professor and former U.S. Army
officer and U.N. military observer, analyzes how the organization was formed, how it evolved and
its current role in Lebanese politics. More than just an Iranian-funded terrorist organization,
Hezbollah is a comprehensive provider of social services to Lebanon's disenfranchised Shiite
masses, and a highly respected political player, known to forswear corruption. Formed in 1982
under Iranian tutelage, and prompted by the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, Hezbollah has made a
goal of fomenting Islamic revolution in Lebanon and authorizes violence to this end. In the
1990s, its policies in support of this goal began to include parliamentary participation. After the
2006 war with Israel, Hezbollah has emerged invigorated, flexing its military might and winning
support through its rigorous postwar reconstruction. Norton's authoritative account is rooted in
such important Middle East themes as the historical division between Sunni and Shiites and the
origins of Iranian influence in Arab affairs. It is also personal, speckled with anecdotes from more
than three decades of experience. Given the contentious subject, Norton's tone is remarkably
even: Hezbollah is an organization he respects, but whose actions he does not condone. 10
b&w photos not seen by PW. (Apr.)Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From The
Washington PostReviewed by Jonathan FinerTwenty-five years ago, Hezbollah was a ragtag
religious militia, founded under the thumb of Israel's long occupation of southern Lebanon and
struggling against stronger rival groups for the hearts and minds of Lebanon's Shiite underclass.
Today, Hezbollah is a political party, a social-service organization and a military power that
emerged from a hard-fought standoff with the Israeli army last summer as the dominant player in
Lebanon's politics and perhaps the most formidable nonstate actor in the Middle East.Augustus



Richard Norton's timely Hezbollah chronicles that dramatic evolution and its sweeping
implications for the region and beyond. His lucid primer is the first serious reappraisal of the
radical Shiite group since last summer's war shattered six years of relative calm on one of the
world's most volatile frontiers.Like many tales told in the Arab world, Norton's thin volume (at
fewer than 170 pages of main text, it is CliffsNotes-esque, down to its black-and-yellow cover)
begins and ends at the dinner table. The opening aperitif is a sumptuously described feast in a
Lebanese farming town soon after Israel pulled out of its self-declared security zone in south
Lebanon in 2000; the dessert course is a ritual iftar spread to break the daily Ramadan fast in
Cairo at the close of the 2006 war. In between, Norton traces Hezbollah's establishment with the
help of its Iranian and Syrian patrons; its triumph over its rival, the Shiite movement Amal; its
gradual embrace of electoral politics; and the ascension of a charismatic cleric, Hasan
Nasrallah, as its leader.A former U.N. military observer in Lebanon who now teaches at Boston
University, Norton has written a book rich in reportage, particularly for a work by an academic.
He concludes with an overview of the 33-day conflict that began on July 12, 2006, after
Hezbollah fighters stormed across the Israel-Lebanon border, ambushed an Israeli patrol and
captured two Israeli soldiers. Days later, Israel launched an assault that leveled much of
southern Lebanon even as Hezbollah rained Katyusha rockets on northern Israeli
towns.Norton's stated purpose here is to counter the "simplistic stereotypes" about Hezbollah
with "a more balanced, nuanced account of this complex organization." It is a worthy but
daunting goal. Analysts have long (and vainly) agonized over even how to describe the group
dispassionately. Calling it a political party (Hezbollah is Arabic for "party of God") ignores
Hezbollah's pioneering use of terrorist tactics such as the suicide bomb. Dubbing it a mere
militia discounts the fact that it holds about a quarter of the seats in Lebanon's parliament. Both
versions are rooted in truth.For the most part, Norton's account is careful and judicious.
Hezbollah's opponents will chafe at the dearth of Israeli and American voices and at occasional
passages that sound sympathetic to the group (Norton notes, for example, the "stunning
success" of the "daring raid" that triggered the recent war). Hezbollah's followers, meanwhile,
may object to Norton's portrayal of that conflict as, at best, a Pyrrhic victory since it uprooted a
quarter of Lebanon's population and inflicted $4 billion worth of damage to its infrastructure.For
the American reader, Hezbollah is a topic particularly worthy of attention. As of Sept. 10, 2001,
Hezbollah had killed more U.S. citizens than any comparable group (most notably more than
240 Marines in a 1983 suicide bombing in Beirut). Its influence now resounds throughout the
Iraq war. Insurgents there employ ever more lethal versions of the roadside bombs that once
targeted Israeli convoys in southern Lebanon. And followers of the firebrand Shiite cleric
Moqtada al-Sadr, a relative of one of Hezbollah's founders, have used the Hezbollah blueprint,
with its Iranian-backed militia and loyalty-inspiring social services.But the most remarkable
aspect of Hezbollah's rise, in Norton's view, is that it transcends the region-wide sectarian divide
between Sunnis and Shiites that the Iraq conflict has sparked. Sunni demonstrators in Egypt and
Saudi Arabia now sport Nasrallah T-shirts. When I left Israel for Amman at the close of last



summer's war, my driver, a Lebanese Arab Christian, said he had hated Hezbollah all his life, but
no longer. By standing up to Israel, he explained, the group had "given all Arabs back their
dignity."But toward what end? The main shortcoming of Norton's book is that it begs weighty
questions and leaves them largely unanswered -- a function, perhaps, of its limited breadth and
scope. A more critical account might ask, as Hezbollah's Lebanese rivals have, if its emergence
has enhanced or enfeebled the Lebanese state. After the war, Norton writes, one veteran local
analyst concluded, "Any hope for a true national unity in Lebanon has again become a dream." If
so, the reader is left wondering, how should Hezbollah's 25-year project be judged?Copyright
2007, The Washington Post. All Rights Reserved.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition
edition.About the AuthorAugustus Richard Norton, Professor of International Relations and
Anthropology at Boston University, was a military observer for the United Nations in southern
Lebanon when Hezbollah and rival Shi'i parties were taking form there in the early 1980s. A
former U.S. Army officer and West Point professor, he has conducted research in Lebanon for
close to three decades, and his book Amal and the Shi'a is widely considered to be a classic
account of the political mobilization of Lebanon's Shi'i Muslims. --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.Review"Hezbollah is a timely and landmark work. Richard Norton draws
on his extensive expertise to offer a comprehensive history that will be of interest to anyone who
seeks a better understanding of Hezbollah, Lebanon, or current developments in the Middle
East."―Lee Hamilton, Vice Chair of the 9/11 Commission and Co-Chair of the Iraq Study
Group"One of the most remarkable developments in the Middle East in recent years is
Hezbollah's meteoric rise to power. No one can better explain the broad implications of this
phenomenon than Richard Norton. Drawing on his vast knowledge of Lebanon, Norton has
written a timely and readable primer that lucidly explains the intricacies of Hezbollah's ideology
and history and demystifies its political strategy."―Vali Nasr, author of The Shia Revival: How
Conflicts within Islam Will Shape the Future"Norton is uniquely positioned to provide an analysis
of Hezbollah, one that is historical, nuanced, and informed by more than twenty-five years of
experience as a researcher and policy advisor on Lebanon. He is one of the foremost American
experts on Hezbollah and Shi'i politics in Lebanon. In addition, Norton's writing is always clear
and accessible. This concise and accurate primer will be invaluable to general readers,
reporters, and scholars."―Lara Deeb, author of An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety
in Shi'i Lebanon"I recommend this book with greatest enthusiasm. Norton is one of the
premier―if not the premier―American authorities on Shi'i politics in Lebanon. Add to this the fact
that he is a talented writer who can communicate complex ideas in a fluent, engaging, and
accessible fashion. Telling quotes and anecdotes enliven the book and ground it. Norton is the
rare academic whose expertise doesn't prevent him from communicating well with a general
reader."―Eva Bellin, Hunter College, City University of New York --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.Review"In this remarkably thorough, articulate portrait of Hezbollah,
Norton . . . analyzes how the organization was formed, how it evolved and its current role in
Lebanese politics. . . . Norton's authoritative account is rooted in such important Middle East



themes as the historical division between Sunni and Shiites and the origins of Iranian influence
in Arab affairs. It is also personal, speckled with anecdotes from more than three decades of
experience. Given the contentious subject, Norton's tone is remarkably even: Hezbollah is an
organization he respects, but whose actions he does not condone." ― Publishers
Weekly"Augustus Richard Norton's timely Hezbollah chronicles that dramatic evolution and its
sweeping implications for the region and beyond. His lucid primer is the first serious reappraisal
of the radical Shiite group since last summer's war shattered six years of relative calm on one of
the world's most volatile frontiers."---Jonathan Finer, Washington Post Book World"This short,
authoritative book, based on first-hand experience, efficiently analyses [Hezbollah's] status."---
Iain Finlayson, The Times"This excellent short history of Hezbollah . . . demonstrates that
dismissing it as a 'terrorist organization' is both glib and dishonest. . . . . Everyone who wants to
understand the complexities of the Middle East, and particularly those of Lebanon and Israel,
and wants to reach the truth beyond the political rhetoric, should read this book."---Bruce Elder,
Sydney Morning Herald"How do you classify and develop policy toward an organization that has
committed acts of terrorism in the past, that currently provides important social services . . . that
defends its country from occupation . . . that plays by the rules in official Lebanese national
politics? . . . Norton elucidates these domestic and international complexities in Hezbollah: A
Short History. . . With other similarly complex organizations on the rise, such as Hamas in
Palestine, Norton provides a model of how we might begin to think through their
multidimensional, seemingly contradictory natures."---Allen McDuffee, In These Times"In his
new book Hezbollah, Augustus Richard Norton . . . provides a succinct account of the group's
rise from the chaos created by Israel's invasions and occupation of Lebanon in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, which ended only in 2000. Mr. Norton also explores the origins and political
orientation of the group, now led by the Shiite cleric Hasan Nasrallah, in a complex web of
religious and political identities in Lebanon--with a special emphasis on the role of Shia Islam in
the organization."---Richard Byrne, Chronicle of Higher Education"Augustus Richard Norton, an
American academic and former U.S. army officer, has studied that Islamic fundamentalist
organization since its formation. And now, in Hezbollah ... he offers a cogent analysis of its
emergence and impact on Lebanese politics."---Sheldon Kirsher, Canadian Jewish News"The
most fluent survey of Hezbollah to date. This extremely accessible yet scholarly read covers the
Lebanese resistance group from its inception to the current Lebanese political crisis, aided by a
collection of poignant photographs and maps."---Margeret Hall, Washington Report on Middle
East Affairs"The many complex and often changing dimensions of Hizbullah are presented in
the book in a clear, concise manner that allows for a more accurate and complete understanding
of what the group represents and aspires to achieve....Wherever one may stand on this
spectrum of views, a vital starting point--offered in this small but rich volume--is an accurate,
comprehensive view of why Hizbullah has succeeded as a political party, a sectarian
representational group, a social services agency, and a resistance force, and why it continues to
generate so much opposition at the same time."---Rami G. Khouri, Daily Star"In an easily read,



easily comprehended book, Norton traces the origins and history of Hezbollah.... The twisting
allegiances of the players, the role of Syria and other neighboring states, the emergence of
discord and sectarianism as the young movement matured and began to intrude on the elected
government, all take place in the pressure cooker of a land and people long torn, used by
factions for their own purposes."---Suzi Brozman, Atlanta Jewish Times"In this highly
informative, jargon-free book, Norton, one of America's top experts in Lebanese politics,
provides an objective account of the genesis and development of Hezbollah, explaining its
central role in contemporary Lebanon."---N. Entessar, Choice"The book is a must read for
anyone wanting to have an idea of the Lebanese puzzle and the role played in it by one of the
most interesting political actors emerging in the Middle East." ― International Spectator"A good,
concise survey by a perceptive student of the Lebanese Shia."---David Gardner, Financial
Times"A dedicated researcher and writer, Norton has contacts all across Lebanon who are both
his friends and informants. He writes with the same fluency about Shi'a religious customs as he
does about Lebanese politics. The book comes with advance praise from scholars who tell us
Norton has written an accessible and balanced account of a movement poorly understood by
many in the United States who too often view the Middle East through the 'terrorist' lens."---
Donna Robinson Divine, Democratiya"The book is a dynamic and multifaceted account. . . .
Overall, Norton's book balances international political factors with the local and regional
conditions that shaped the outlook and activities of Hezbollah. Norton deserves praise for
writing an insightful and multilayered work accessible to a wide and often uninformed
readership."---Rula Abisaab, Journal of Palestine Studies --This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From the Back Cover"Hezbollah is a timely and landmark work. Richard
Norton draws on his extensive expertise to offer a comprehensive history that will be of interest
to anyone who seeks a better understanding of Hezbollah, Lebanon, or current developments in
the Middle East."--Lee Hamilton, Vice Chair of the 9/11 Commission and Co-Chair of the Iraq
Study Group"One of the most remarkable developments in the Middle East in recent years is
Hezbollah's meteoric rise to power. No one can better explain the broad implications of this
phenomenon than Richard Norton. Drawing on his vast knowledge of Lebanon, Norton has
written a timely and readable primer that lucidly explains the intricacies of Hezbollah's ideology
and history and demystifies its political strategy."--Vali Nasr, author ofThe Shia Revival: How
Conflicts within Islam Will Shape the Future"Norton is uniquely positioned to provide an analysis
of Hezbollah, one that is historical, nuanced, and informed by more than twenty-five years of
experience as a researcher and policy advisor on Lebanon. He is one of the foremost American
experts on Hezbollah and Shi'i politics in Lebanon. In addition, Norton's writing is always clear
and accessible. This concise and accurate primer will be invaluable to general readers,
reporters, and scholars."--Lara Deeb, author ofAn Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety
in Shi'i Lebanon"I recommend this book with greatest enthusiasm. Norton is one of the premier--
if not the premier--American authorities on Shi'i politics in Lebanon. Add to this the fact that he is
a talented writer who can communicate complex ideas in a fluent, engaging, and accessible



fashion. Telling quotes and anecdotes enliven the book and ground it. Norton is the rare
academic whose expertise doesn't prevent him from communicating well with a general
reader."--Eva Bellin, Hunter College, City University of New York--This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From the Inside Flap"Hezbollah is a timely and landmark work. Richard
Norton draws on his extensive expertise to offer a comprehensive history that will be of interest
to anyone who seeks a better understanding of Hezbollah, Lebanon, or current developments in
the Middle East."--Lee Hamilton, Vice Chair of the 9/11 Commission and Co-Chair of the Iraq
Study Group"One of the most remarkable developments in the Middle East in recent years is
Hezbollah's meteoric rise to power. No one can better explain the broad implications of this
phenomenon than Richard Norton. Drawing on his vast knowledge of Lebanon, Norton has
written a timely and readable primer that lucidly explains the intricacies of Hezbollah's ideology
and history and demystifies its political strategy."--Vali Nasr, author of The Shia Revival: How
Conflicts within Islam Will Shape the Future"Norton is uniquely positioned to provide an analysis
of Hezbollah, one that is historical, nuanced, and informed by more than twenty-five years of
experience as a researcher and policy advisor on Lebanon. He is one of the foremost American
experts on Hezbollah and Shi'i politics in Lebanon. In addition, Norton's writing is always clear
and accessible. This concise and accurate primer will be invaluable to general readers,
reporters, and scholars."--Lara Deeb, author of An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety
in Shi'i Lebanon"I recommend this book with greatest enthusiasm. Norton is one of the premier--
if not the premier--American authorities on Shi'i politics in Lebanon. Add to this the fact that he is
a talented writer who can communicate complex ideas in a fluent, engaging, and accessible
fashion. Telling quotes and anecdotes enliven the book and ground it. Norton is the rare
academic whose expertise doesn't prevent him from communicating well with a general
reader."--Eva Bellin, Hunter College, City University of New York--This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.Read more
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MORE PRAISE FOR HEZBOLLAH“This short, authoritative book, based on first-hand
experience, efficiently analyses [Hezbollah’s] status.”—Iain Finlayson, The Times“This excellent
short history of Hezbollah … demonstrates that dismissing it as a ‘terrorist organization’ is both
glib and dishonest…. Everyone who wants to understand the complexities of the Middle East,
and particularly those of Lebanon and Israel, and wants to reach the truth beyond the political
rhetoric, should read this book.”—Bruce Elder, Sydney Morning Herald“Concise and
authoritative…. [Norton] provides a patient and measured account of the origins and evolution of
the organization…. [A]n excellent primer.”—Roger MacGinty, International Affairs“A dynamic and
multifaceted account of one of the most important parties in the modern Middle East…. Norton
deserves praise for writing an insightful and multilayered work.”—Rula Abisaab, Journal of
Palestine Studies“Norton has done an impressive job by managing, in such a short book, to give
a down-to-earth presentation of a complex organization.”—Jørgen Jensehaugen, Journal of
Peace Research“The many complex and often changing dimensions of Hezbollah are presented
in the book in a clear, concise manner.”—Rami G. Khouri, Daily Star“In this remarkably thorough,
articulate portrait of Hezbollah, Norton … analyzes how the organization was formed, how it
evolved and its current role in Lebanese politics.”—Publishers Weekly“Few scholars are as
qualified to situate Hezbollah in local, regional, and socio-religious contexts as Augustus
Richard Norton.”—Joel Gordon, Journal of Military HistoryAugustus Richard Norton is professor
emeritus of international relations and anthropology at Boston University. A former U.S. Army
officer and West Point professor, he has conducted research in Lebanon over the span of four
decades.Princeton Studies in Muslim PoliticsDale F. Eickelman and Augustus Richard Norton,
Series EditorsA list of titles in this series can be found at the back of the bookHEZBOLLAHA
Short HistoryUpdated and Expanded Third EditionAugustus Richard NortonPRINCETON
UNIVERSITY PRESSPRINCETON AND OXFORDCopyright © 2018 by Princeton University
PressPublished by Princeton University Press41 William Street, Princeton, New Jersey 085406
Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TRAll Rights ReservedLibrary of Congress
Control Number 2018931062British Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data is availableThis book
has been composed in Garamond Premier Pro and ITC Avant Garde StdPrinted on acid-free
paper.∞Printed in the United States of America1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2ContentsPrologue to the
Third EditionxiProloguexxiChapter 1Origins and Prehistory of Hezbollah1The Rise of Shi‘i
Politics from the Mid-twentieth Century to the Lebanese Civil War5The Role of Musa al-
Sadr8The Resurgence of Amal12Chapter 2The Founding of Hezbollah17The Iraq
Connection19The 1982 Israeli Invasion21Hezbollah Emerges23The Hezbollah
Worldview24Implementing the Design30Chapter 3Being a Shi i Muslim in the Twenty-first
Century36Ritual and Identity39The Intersection of Ritual and Politics47Chapter 4Resistance,
Terrorism, and Violence in Lebanon58Hezbollah and Terrorism63Occupation in Southern
Lebanon67The “Rules of the Game”72The 2000 Israeli Withdrawal77Chapter 5Playing
Politics83Hezbollah’s Decision to Participate86Municipal Elections90The Revolt of the
Hungry93The Rich Texture of Shi‘i Institutions94Chapter 6From Celebration to War100The



Changing Social Tapestry in Post–Civil War Lebanon106Lebanon’s Love-Hate Relationship with
Rafiq al-Hariri, and His Assassination110Setting the Stage for War118The Start of Hostilities,
July 2006121Prosecuting the War123Postwar Reactions129Hezbollah in a Fractured Postwar
Lebanon134Chapter 7Acclaim Gives Way to Enmity1412009 Parliamentary Elections151A
Change of Tone and a Tweaking of Ideology154Worsening Relations with Egypt156The Special
Tribunal for Lebanon—and Lebanese-Syrian Relations157Widening Rifts within
Lebanon167International Ostracism of Hezbollah172Sunni-Shi‘i Tensions175Chapter
8Hezbollah’s Syrian Entanglement178Conclusion197U.S.-Iran Conflict?197A Bizarre
Resignation199The Astana Process and the Overlapping Interests of Iran and Turkey202The
Dismantling of the ISIS Caliphate204Lebanon’s Problematic Economic Picture204Another Israel-
Hezbollah War?209Navigating Hostile Seas210Glossary213Additional Reading215Sources
Cited221Index227Acknowledgments249Prologue to the Third EditionMy work on the Shi‘i
community began in tumultuous times many years ago. The Shah of Iran had been toppled, Iraq
was about to invade Iran (launching a savage eight-year war), and Lebanon, in the midst of civil
war and ever permeable to external influence, was divided into militia fiefdoms supported by
regional and global rivals. Next door in Syria, the legitimacy of the al-Asad regime was being
challenged by Islamist opponents who would soon be pitilessly obliterated along with much of
the city of Hama in 1981. The most significant nonstate actor in the Arab world was the Palestine
Liberation Organization, then dismissed by Israel as “terrorist.” Shi‘i Hezbollah did not yet exist
(its establishment is discussed in chapter 2).In the four decades that have passed since my
interest in Lebanon began, the country has enjoyed peaceful, prosperous interludes, and some
Lebanese have managed to insulate themselves from disorder and violence or lose themselves
in the rampant consumerism of Beirut. Others have made new lives as expatriates. It is sobering
to consider how often invasion, warfare, dislocation, or the threats of impending disaster have
impinged on daily life in Lebanon. Too many of the people whom I first encountered in the early
1980s or later have died violently: three were assassinated; others fell in battle or were otherwise
victims of violence. As this updated version of Hezbollah goes to press, a seven-year civil war in
Syria is entering a new phase—in which the government is attempting to restore its authority
over a shattered country, in which more than half of the population has been internally displaced
or fled as refugees. Hezbollah, the focus of this book, played a major role in defeating rebel
forces and enabling the government’s survival. Meantime, ominous storm clouds hang over
Lebanon, where bad weather hardly stops at the border.Hezbollah emerged in the early 1980s
following the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982. A variety of militant Shi‘i factions, inspired by
the 1978–79 Islamic Revolution in Iran and actively supported by Iran, competed for support. It
would take a couple of years for Hezbollah to coalesce as an organization and to subsume many
of its competitors. Hezbollah declared its commitment to replicating Iran’s revolution in Lebanon,
but this was hardly a widely shared view. Nor was Hezbollah the dominant Shi‘i group of the
1980s. That distinction belonged to the reformist and popular Amal movement, which was
seeking a seat at the political table in Beirut, while Hezbollah, at that time, rejected participating



in the political system at all.Even before Hezbollah was formally constituted, several of its most
infamous members, working in league with Iran, carried out extraordinary attacks in Lebanon,
including October 1983 truck bombings against U.S. marine and French paratrooper bases in
Beirut, resulting in the death of over 300 people, including 241 U.S. service members and 58
French soldiers (see chapter 4). Hezbollah also gained worldwide notoriety for its leading role in
holding foreigners hostage in the 1980s and early 1990s. Some hostages were held for years
under savage conditions, and others—including CIA station chief William Buckley and marine
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Higgins—died in captivity after merciless beatings and torture.
These, and a variety of other violent acts, earned Hezbollah the enduring enmity of many
Western officials.In another realm, however, Hezbollah developed a reputation for
professionalism and competence for its role in attacking the occupying Israeli military and its
Lebanese proxy forces. Rather than withdrawing from Lebanon following its 1982 invasion, Israel
retained control of about ten percent of Lebanese territory abutting its border. Hezbollah was by
no means the only group resisting the occupation, but as time passed it established itself as the
most lethal and effective group. Arguably, Israel’s eventual exit from Lebanon in 2000 would not
have occurred without the pressure posed by Hezbollah.By the late 1980s, Hezbollah was
directly confronting the more moderate Amal movement. While Amal has maintained a base of
support in the Shi‘i community, Hezbollah succeeded in supplanting it in the environs of Beirut,
particularly in the populous Shi‘i suburbs south of the city. Equally significant, Hezbollah was
institutionalizing itself as a political party and earning a reputation for competence and honesty.
In contrast, Amal often functioned more as a top-down patronage network. As a result, many
former supporters of Amal shifted their support to Hezbollah. Less than a decade following its
creation, Hezbollah became the dominant group in Lebanon’s Shi‘i community.Hezbollah was
evolving from an Iranian-sponsored extremist group that rejected participation in Lebanese
politics to a party with considerable autonomy and a talent for playing politics and winning
elections. It became a Shi‘i political party with a large base of popular support, and, contradicting
its early stance, even became part of the Lebanese government. Simultaneously, it is Lebanon’s
most powerful military force. And it has not been beneath flaunting that power to get its way.
(Chapter 5 describes and analyzes the organization’s evolution and its complex profile on the
Lebanese political landscape.)Especially since the intense 2006 war with Israel (the focus of
chapter 6), an overwhelming majority of the Shi‘a has embraced Hezbollah as the defender of
their community. Hezbollah’s security narrative, if not its worldview, suddenly became
compelling, not simply for ardent Hezbollahis but even for many apolitical and avowedly secular
Shi‘i Muslims. The plausibility of Hezbollah’s security narrative—that the Shi‘a must protect
themselves because the Lebanese Army is incapable of doing so and no one else will—is a
crucial explanation for the uncommon unity one finds among many Shi‘a Muslims today. This
suggests that outsiders such as the United States or France seeking to reduce Hezbollah’s
influence in Lebanon must redress the security narrative rather than take steps that validate it.
However legitimate Israel’s concerns may be about Hezbollah’s military capacity and its armory,



not to mention its deep-seated hatred toward Israel, it is foolhardy to consider Hezbollah’s
strength without acknowledging how widely and how often the Lebanese, and especially Shi‘i
Lebanese, have suffered from Israel’s disproportionate violence.Hezbollah proved to have a tin
ear when it came to politics in Syria. Its initial response to the so-called Arab Spring was calm
and self-assured. When Egyptian president Husni Mubarak was toppled in February 2011, many
Hezbollah supporters were gleeful that an arch foe, who had lent strong support to the Shi‘i
group’s Lebanese rivals, had fallen from power. As for Iran, leading regime figures incredulously
claimed that the Islamic Revolution had inspired the Egyptian protestors. In fact, the Iranian
regime was widely viewed in Arab countries as both repressive and alien. Hezbollah was little
concerned that the group’s close ally in Damascus would be threatened at all. It turned out that
Hezbollah shared in the Syrian government’s self-delusions. Al-Asad’s armed forces not only
failed to suppress its internal opposition but also precipitated a civil war that imposed destitution,
death, and destruction on its own citizens. By 2017, over 400,000 people had been killed in the
war, many of them civilians and most at the hands of the government.Inspired by the initial
successes of the uprisings that erupted in Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, and Yemen, Syrians mounted
peaceful demonstrations beginning in March 2011. The Damascus regime responded ruthlessly.
Of course, the iron fist response failed to squash the protests, and as the opposition turned to
bullets and bombs, floods of refugees began to cross borders into neighboring countries,
including in Lebanon, where well over a million refugees sought safety by 2016. Considering that
citizens represent just over four million people, the refugee influx has been calamitous for the
small country’s stability and treasury. The World Bank estimated in 2017 that the Syrian civil war
and refugee challenge costs Lebanon about $7.5 billion annually.Many Lebanese would
naturally prefer to keep these regional catastrophes at arm’s length, praying that what happens
in Syria, in particular, stays in Syria. Notwithstanding the efforts of leading Lebanese political
figures to avoid entanglement in Syria and maintain a neutral stance of disassociation, the
creeping encroachment of the Syrian civil war proved to be unstoppable. The two countries are
intertwined economically, culturally, and politically. Well before Hezbollah’s high-profile
intervention in Syria bolstered the regime in the spring of 2013, hopes of neutrality faded amid
cross-border shoot-outs, ambushes, kidnappings, floods of Syrian refugees entering Lebanon,
and the counterflow of Lebanese to join the fight in Syria.My impression, which is shared by a
number of other close observers, is that the Lebanese are split about half-and-half concerning
which side they support in Syria. Three decades of Syrian domination of Lebanon ended only in
2005, and many who suffered would celebrate the fall of the al-Asad regime. It must be said,
however, that large numbers of Lebanese, including many Christians as well as Muslims,
continue to see the Syrian regime in a favorable light, considering the alternative. They note that
it has protected minorities, and they fear the prospect of a new regime in which extreme jihadist
groups would pose a lethal threat to those who do not embrace a Salafist interpretation of
Islam.The survival of the Syrian regime was a strategic imperative for Hezbollah, which feared
the rise of a hostile government dominated by jihadists who would jeopardize the group’s



weapons flow and probably align with Saudi Arabia. Iran, of course, came to similar conclusions.
It is debatable whether Hezbollah’s intervention was simply at the behest of Iran, because the
logic of Hezbollah’s calculations was independently compelling. Hezbollah’s decision to side
openly with the Damascus regime in the fighting provoked an angry response from Salafist
Sunni preachers in Lebanon who declared a jihad in Syria and rallied supporters to strike back
at Hezbollah. Syrian opposition forces vowed to bring their war to Lebanon, and they did so with
massive car bombs and artillery salvos on Hezbollah’s urban stronghold in southern Beirut. As
the war progressed, areas populated by Shi‘a were festooned with posters of martyrs who had
fallen in Syria.Hezbollah’s intervention—combined with the role of Iran and a variety of militias
manned by Iraqi, Afghan, Pakistani and other Shi‘a, and the addition of Russian air power,
artillery and battlefield coordination—insured the survival of the Syrian regime. But the civil war
will have no neat conclusion. Rebel groups survive in some of the provinces, while U.S.-
supported Kurdish and Arab forces have enjoyed success in the campaign against ISIS held
cities and towns. Turkey, intensely concerned with Syrian Kurds and their ambitions for
autonomy, which Ankara opposes, and with continuing links to residual rebel groups, will have in
hand in determining the outcome. In this context, it will be hard for Hezbollah to disentangle itself
from Syria, even though the strategic outcome of the civil war is obvious.Indeed, as noted in the
conclusion, with the end of heavy combat in Syria, Lebanon is likely to enter a period of
dangerous instability. Saudi-Iranian jousting was already a main event in Lebanon, and Saudi
Arabia has signaled its intention of checking Iranian influence in Lebanon and undermining
Hezbollah. The Saudis see the group playing a major role bolstering Iran’s position in Iraq.
Hezbollah members played a major role in training Iraqi militiamen, including in the use of lethal
explosives against U.S. forces up until 2011. More recently, the Saudis accuse Iran and
Hezbollah of helping Yemeni Houthis, who have defied Saudi-led efforts to defeat them, despite
a brutal three-yearlong military campaign. By late 2017, the Saudis pressured the Lebanese
Sunni prime minister to resign from office to delegitimize the Lebanese government, called on its
citizens to leave Lebanon (a step followed by Bahrain and Kuwait), and threatened punitive
economic steps. These steps are probably a sampling of others to come. It is unclear where the
U.S. stands on these measures, although President Donald Trump has been broadly supportive
of Saudi Arabia.Equally significant and worrisome for the group’s partisans is Hezbollah’s loss of
popular esteem in the Arab world (addressed in chapter 7). In contrast to high-flying days
following the 2006 war, when Hezbollah’s virtues and battlefield exploits were widely celebrated,
the group is now commonly derided around the Arab world and in the ubiquitous Saudi-funded
media for its connections to the reviled theocracy in Iran, its implication in the assassination of
former prime minister Rafiq al-Hariri in 2005, and for its alleged involvement in terrorist attacks.
The decision of the European Union in 2013 to designate Hezbollah’s military wing as a terrorist
group added to the ostracism, which increased further when Hezbollah was denounced as a
terrorist group by the Gulf Cooperation Council and most members of the Arab
League.Hezbollah is a formidable entity with deep support in Lebanon among a vast majority of



the Shi‘i community, as well as many Lebanese Christians. It has proven to be a resolute and
competent military force and a highly institutionalized party. It has spread an ethos that is deeply
resonant among many of its followers and it boasts robust support from Iran, for which it is a
showcase success story. Even so, its foes are many, including those provoked by Hezbollah’s
support and training for opponents in places like Iraq. Its strong hand in Lebanon provokes its
opponents to try to chop it down to size. In the process, efforts to limit Hezbollah’s influence and
confront Iran’s geopolitical gains are likely to threaten the stability of precarious countries such
as Lebanon. Without doubt, Hezbollah has affected the recent history of the Arab world, and the
story is hardly over.MAP 1 Major cities, and some important towns and villages, as well as
Lebanon’s six provinces and the areas of deployment of United Nations
peacekeepers.PrologueWe are gathered on the spacious balcony of an al-Bazuriya home on an
easy summer evening in August 2004. Grapes, begging for picking, hang overhead on a thick
fabric of vines, shading a long table brimming with Lebanon’s famous mezze (appetizers)—
tabbouleh, hummus, pickles in pastel shades, grape leaves wrapped in finger shapes stuffed
with rice and herbs, milk-white cheese, breads, and other delicacies of vivid red, brown, and
orange hues. The mezze and the meats, fish, and chicken that follow are to celebrate the visit of
a son of the village of al-Bazuriya, a successful surgeon, and his bride, from Michigan. Many of
the people around the table—parents, siblings, cousins, and friends—move easily between
Arabic and English, especially and most helpfully when this author loses his way in Arabic.
English has been the preferred second language in almost every Lebanese Shi‘i family for
decades.The Shi‘i Muslim village lies about five miles southeast of Tyre, Lebanon’s
southernmost city, and the border with Israel is eight miles due south. Al-Bazuriya boasts a few
simple shops and a couple of hundred homes of stone or cinder block. This is a successful
middle-class Shi‘i family, for which, like many others in Lebanon, education and emigration are
the steps on a ladder to a good life. In other families and villages, the destinations vary—Abidjan
instead of Dearborn, Michigan; Ivory Coast instead of Brazil—but the pattern is the same. The
Lebanese emigrants, whether their path of migration is circular, as with those who work in Africa
as merchants and traders and return to Lebanon to marry and invest their earnings, or goes in
one direction, as with those who end up in the Americas, typically sharing the largess they
accumulate abroad with their extended families back home. These remittances are vital to their
families. By one credible estimate, the annual remittances of all Lebanese abroad totaled nearly
$2.5 billion in 2001 (Hourani 2006, 27).Over dessert and, later, small glasses of sweet hot tea,
the conversation drifts from the cozy trivialities of family intimacy to serious talk about the politics
of Lebanon now that the South is “liberated.” A little more than four years before this gathering, in
May 2000, Israel withdrew its occupation army from southern Lebanon under pressure from
Lebanese fighters, especially the self-styled “Islamic Resistance” led by the Shi‘i Muslim
Hezbollah (the “Party of God”). Mention of the two-decade-long Israeli occupation of their
country and the retreat of the occupiers still inspires pride and a joyful ilhamdilillah or nushkur
allah (“praise to God” or “thank God”) within this circle of family and friends. Like many



Lebanese, this family, in the course of the 1990s, had come to believe that the Israelis might
never leave.These sons and daughters of Bazuriya wanted me to know that theirs was the
village where Hasan Nasrallah, now the leader of Hezbollah, grew up and went to school. One of
his teachers, who was present at the family gathering, recalled young Hasan’s serious cast of
mind and his piety even as an adolescent. Like many religious-minded young Lebanese Shi‘i
men before him, Nasrallah went to study in the famous Shi‘i seminaries of Iraq’s al-Najaf, one of
the great shrine cities of Shi‘ism. Nasrallah became secretary-general of Hezbollah in 1992, and
ever since has been detested by Israel and America but widely admired in much of the Muslim
world.It was in al-Najaf as well as Karbala that key episodes in Shi‘ism occurred, and multitudes
of Shi‘a visit annually to pray there alongside the tombs of two of Shi‘ism’s epic figures. For Shi‘i
Muslims, such as the young Nasrallah, the language, food, and hospitality of al-Najaf and
Karbala were familiar. In contrast, the seminaries of Iran were further removed culturally,
linguistically, and physically. Still, these days it is just as likely that scores of young Lebanese
men will journey to Iran for their religious instruction rather than to Iraq. This is not so much
because of a sudden new affinity for Iran, but because Iraq, under Saddam Hussein, became a
menacing place for Shi‘i students. Also, the country has been dangerous and chaotic since the
Anglo-American invasion in March 2003. In any case, the Iranians offer an attractive stipend to
entice young Shi‘a to their seminaries. One of the cousins, in fact, who was present that evening
in Bazuriya in 2004 was a pleasant young seminary student home for the summer from Qum in
Iran. He was intent on welcoming a non-Arab visitor from America and eager to engage me in
conversation, especially on the topic of his computer classes in Qum and the relative merits of
Microsoft computer software.In Bazuriya and villages across southern Lebanon, as in Shi‘i
locales in and around Beirut and in the Beqaa valley, political affinities and loyalties are
multilayered and constantly shifting. Although the parties on the secular left have lost their
appeal for most of the Shi‘a, the secularist Communist Party of Lebanon, with its emphasis on
social and economic equity, retains pockets of fervent support. Some villages are renowned for
the continuing grip of leftist ideologies. Farther to the east, the village of Kafr Rumann, for
instance, is jokingly called “Kafr Moscow” by its neighbors. Traditional land-owning elites, who
have held sway over their clients for nearly a century, retain pockets of support, especially when
they are understood to have changed with the times and have cultivated reputations for fair
dealing and honesty. But the two major political players are now Amal, the reformist movement
described in detail in chapter 1, and Hezbollah, the militant party introduced in chapter 2.
Accurate membership figures are hard to find, but Amal, now more of an extensive patronage
network than an institutionalized political party, clearly retains widespread support, especially in
southern Lebanon.In fact, just down the street from the balcony dinner a large billboard
commemorates ten Amal martyrs from Bazuriya who died fighting Israel. In contrast to Amal,
Hezbollah enjoys broad-based support in all three areas where the Shi‘i Muslims predominate in
Lebanon, namely, in the South, in Beirut and vicinity, and in the northern Beqaa valley and Hirmil
region. Both parties draw heavily on the rich history of Shi‘i Islam, especially the sect’s famous



martyrs and, in particular, Imam Hussein, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad. This history
is recounted in chapter 3.Following the attack on the U.S. marine barracks in Beirut in 1983,
Hezbollah has been associated with violence and terrorism in the minds of informed Americans.
Chapter 4 addresses the broad question of violence with regard to Hezbollah and the
implication that Hezbollah is a terrorist organization.Since the early 1980s, Hezbollah has
evolved from an Iranian-influenced conspiratorial terrorist group rejecting participation in
Lebanese politics to a party with considerable autonomy and a talent for playing politics and
winning elections. The Shi‘i party is now part of the Lebanese government but simultaneously
adopts an opposition demeanor, with a Janus-faced profile that infuriates detractors while
seeming perfectly reasonable to its defenders and supporters. Chapter 5 describes and
analyzes the organization’s evolution and its complex profile on the Lebanese political
landscape.The pleasant summer evening described above marked an all-too-short period of
calm in Lebanon’s history. Just a few weeks later, Syria, Hezbollah’s ally and the power broker in
Lebanon, would force the extension in office of an unpopular president and trigger momentous
developments in Lebanon and internationally. In the coming months a famous former prime
minister would be blown to pieces by a bomb that also killed twenty-two of his colleagues. In
March 2005 nearly a million and a half people rose up in two massive demonstrations in Beirut
streets, one condemning Syria for its likely role in the assassination and the other praising Syria
for its involvement in Lebanon.In July 2006, Hezbollah launched an operation to capture two
Israeli soldiers in Israel, thus provoking an Israeli invasion that would leave much of Hezbollah’s
constituency homeless and more than a thousand predominantly Shi‘i Muslim Lebanese dead in
a war the Lebanese call Harb Tammuz (“the July war”). Hezbollah evidently had miscalculated,
never anticipating Israel’s furious onslaught. Although neither Israel nor Hezbollah were
unequivocal victors, the war solidified Hezbollah’s role as both a political player in Lebanon and
a regional exemplar for other opposition-minded Muslims. How and why the war broke out when
it did—following six years of relative calm on the Israeli-Lebanese border after the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from southern Lebanon in 2000—is the subject of chapter 6.Internal pressure on
Hezbollah, once awash in praise and adulation for its leading role in forcing Israel’s 2000 exit
from Lebanon, now mounted to disarm its militia. France and the United States, working in rare
unison under UN Security Council Resolution 1701, would support the fledgling Lebanese
government and pressure Hezbollah to disarm. How the unexpected war of 2006, and its
aftermath, will affect the course of Middle East history is still unclear, but the war certainly
brought Hezbollah to the fore as a key influence on the region’s political landscape. Hezbollah is
not easily understood, either by simplistic stereotypes that typically inform depictions of the
organization in the newspapers and on the airwaves of the Western world, nor by black and
white worldviews. The purpose of this book is to offer a more balanced and nuanced account of
this complex organization.HEZBOLLAHBillboard in southern Lebanon depicting Musa al-Sadr,
the seminal Shi‘i leader who disappeared in 1978; and Hasan Nasrallah, the Secretary-General
of Hezbollah since 1992. Copyright © A. R. Norton, 2006.Chapter 1Origins and Prehistory of



HezbollahThe modern state of Lebanon won its independence from France in 1943. The
defining compromise of Lebanese politics was the mithaq al-watani or national pact, an
unwritten understanding between the dominant political communities of the day—the Sunni
Muslims and the Maronite Christians—that would provide the terms of reference for Lebanon’s
independence. In the 1920s the French, exploiting their League of Nations mandates in Lebanon
and Syria, carved out generous chunks of Syria to create a viable “Greater Lebanon,” thereby
thwarting the Arab nationalist dream of an independent state in Damascus. For the Sunnis, the
acceptance of an independent state ended the hope of reuniting Lebanon with Syria. Although
the Sunnis, many of them merchants, dominated the new republic’s coastal cities, their history
was in the Syrian capital of Damascus. The Maronites, long the favored ally of French power and
influence in the region, now had to concede that Lebanon was not an appendage of Europe but
instead an Arab state. Neither Sunnis nor Christians spoke with a single voice, however, and
dissent flourished.The political system that emerged from the national pact was formalized into a
system of sectarian communities, or confessions. Each of the country’s recognized sects was
accorded political privilege—including senior appointments in the bureaucracy, membership in
parliament, and positions in high political office—roughly proportionate to the community’s
size.1 This process was always rather inexact except for the highest political positions, which
were awarded to the Maronites, Sunnis, and Shi‘a. Thus, the Maronites, considered the plurality,
were accorded the presidency, which carried preeminent prerogatives and powers, and the
second largest community, the Sunnis, won the premiership, decidedly second fiddle to the
presidency. The Shi‘i community, third largest, was awarded the speakership of the parliament, a
position with far weaker constitutional powers than either the presidency or the premiership. The
provenance of this allocation of power was a 1932 census of dubious reliability and, in fact, the
last official census ever conducted in Lebanon. The data were sound estimates at best. The
imbalance of power between the “three presidents” was rectified significantly by political reforms
in 1989 in an agreement that provided the framework for ending the civil war of 1975–1990,
which claimed about 150,000 lives.The Shi‘i community, in any case, could yield little influence
over the political system at the time, as it was impoverished and underdeveloped (Norton 1987,
16–23). A small community of Shi‘a lived in and around Beirut, but the overwhelming mass lived
in southern Lebanon and in the northern Beqaa valley. Of course, the historical context for the
impoverishment of all the Arab Shi‘i communities (found, notably, in Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait,
Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia) derives from the fact that the dominant Arab Sunnis often despised
the Shi‘a for deviating from the path of Sunni Islam. Over the course of the Ottoman Empire,
which ruled Lebanon and Syria more or less effectively for more than four hundred years, the
Shi‘a were suspected of being a stalking horse for Persia, notwithstanding the venerable origins
of Arab Shi‘ism, which, in fact, long predates the introduction of Shi‘ism in Persia in the sixteenth
century. Indeed, the central contention between Shi‘i and Sunni Muslims to this day goes back to
the validity of the claim made by the partisans of ‘Ali, the husband of the Prophet Muhammad’s
daughter, Fatimah, that he should succeed Muhammad upon the prophet’s death.A conjuncture



of social facts, regional conflicts, and domestic policies shaped the politicization of the
Lebanese Shi‘a in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. The rate of this community’s natural increase
outpaced all others in Lebanon, as the average Shi‘i family had nine members in the early
1970s, whereas the average Christian household had only six. Although fertility among Sunni
women was also higher than among the Christians, Shi‘i women bore an average of one more
child than their fellow Muslims (Chamie 1981, 44). Families of a dozen or more children are not
uncommon among the Shi‘a, and as mobility improved in the first decades of Lebanese
independence, tens of thousands migrated from the hinterlands to Beirut and abroad.The
hardscrabble Shi‘i farmers cultivated the hills and valleys of the South and the Beqaa plateau,
but most could not subsist on what they earned selling tobacco to the state monopoly or growing
vegetables and fruits. Even those who owned land rather than working as sharecroppers often
struggled to eke out a living from farming. The state was of little help, providing piddling sums for
rural development, a pattern that persists. In the northern Beqaa and the Hirmil region, where
the influence of the state was especially weak, poppies and hashish became valuable cash
crops. In many Shi‘i villages, several generations of young men left Lebanon to find their fortunes
in Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Senegal, and throughout Africa, as well as in Latin America and the Arab
oil-producing states of the Gulf. Later, these migrant workers would return to Lebanon,
sometimes with impressive sums of money, and usually with little affection for the traditionally
powerful families that dominated Shi‘i society from Ottoman times.In the South, the Shi‘i
heartland, the influx of one hundred thousand Palestinians beginning with the 1948–49 Palestine
war introduced a pool of cheap labor, people willing to work for less than were Shi‘i farm
laborers, adding further impetus to migration. Later, of course, following the civil war in Jordan in
1970–71, thousands of armed Palestinian guerrillas would move to Lebanon, where the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) would challenge the authority of the Beirut government
and establish a virtual state-within-a-state encompassing west Beirut and much of southern
Lebanon.Against this background, the Lebanese Shi‘i Muslims mobilized their political efforts.
For nearly half a century, the transformation of this community from quiescence to activism has
brought into question the durability of Lebanon’s founding compromise and substantially
contributed to the violent turmoil that enveloped the country in the 1970s and 1980s.The Rise of
Shi i Politics from the Mid-twentieth Century to the Lebanese Civil WarPolitical bosses (zu‘ama)
from a handful of powerful families dominated Shi‘i politics into the 1960s and maintained their
control through extensive patronage networks. The authority of the zu‘ama depended on their
clients’ support, but by the 1960s many young Shi‘i men and women became alienated from old-
style politics and were attracted by new political forces. The promise of radical change could
only have been irresistible to a community whose ethos emphasized its exploitation and
dispossession by the ruling elites. In Lebanon, as in Iraq, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait,
Shi‘a in large numbers were attracted in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s to secular opposition
parties. In Lebanon the opposition took the form of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, the
Lebanese Communist Party, the Organization for Communist Labor Action, and pro-Syrian and



pro-Iraqi factions of the Arab Socialist Ba‘th (or “Resurrection”) Party. Particularly in the case of
the Communist organizations and the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, there was an inherent
ideological attraction to parties that condemned the tribal, religious, or ethnic bases of
discrimination. Notably, the leadership of these secular parties was predominantly Christian.
Although support for secular parties has dwindled, significant numbers of politicized Shi‘a
continue to express a preference for them, usually in particular families, villages, or regions. For
instance, the Communists remain strong in the large village of Bra‘sheet in the South, in an area
now otherwise dominated by Hezbollah (literally, the Party of God), and the Amal movement, an
acronym for Lebanese Resistance Detachments, often rendered as “Hope.” Amal, and
especially Hezbollah, were relative latecomers on the political scene and appealed to the Shi‘a
in clearly sectarian terms, despite their avowals of welcoming all comers.Four major (and
sometimes intertwined) trends distinguished the political mobilization of the Shi‘a after the
1960s: secularism; liberation—especially the view that the fate of the deprived Shi‘a was linked
to the dispossessed Palestinians; Islamism; and reformism, often couched in demands for more
access to political privilege and for stamping out corruption. Although Arab nationalism certainly
enjoyed Shi‘i adherents, given that Sunni Muslims numerically dominated the Arab world, many
of the Shi‘a would not see a unified Arab nation as a very ideal solution. In 1997 a fifth, incipient
trend appeared from within Hezbollah when Shaikh Subhi al-Tufayli, the organization’s former
secretary-general, launched a populist dissident movement in the Beqaa valley among alienated
farmers and tribesmen. Although the fortunes of secular movements and parties have declined,
the loyalties and sympathies of the Shi‘a remain widely distributed, and no single organization—
including Hezbollah—may claim an overwhelming majority following from among the Shi‘a. By
the 1990s, however, Hezbollah was certainly the best-organized political phenomenon and
enjoyed the largest base of popular support.Of the three distinctive trends preceding the
emergence of Hezbollah in 1982, several secular parties, as well as the reformist Amal
movement, retain a significant following. As the Lebanese civil war approached in the early
1970s and the armed Palestinian presence grew stronger, many young Shi‘a found their place in
one or another of the fida’i, or guerrilla fighter organizations.2 Support for the Palestinian cause
has now withered but not disappeared. Political loyalties within families are often shared
between two or more organizations or are not “lent” to any political group at all. Hussein
Nasrallah, a brother of Hasan Nasrallah, a founding member of Hezbollah and its famous
secretary-general, is a life member of Amal. When the two groups were at each other’s throats in
the late 1980s, Hussein was on the front lines confronting his brother. Notwithstanding the long-
term commitments of the Nasrallah brothers, one commonly meets individuals whose biography
includes membership in three or four different political organizations, usually in sequence. In
Lebanon political support is conditional and political loyalty sometimes has a short shelf life.
Even so, currents have shifted dramatically in the last two decades in favor of Hezbollah, which
offers an ideological vision that many Shi‘a now find persuasive.The Palestine resistance
movement did more than directly challenge the power of Lebanon’s entrenched elites; the



resistance fighters were also paid comparatively well. It is widely known that many young men,
and a few women, took up arms not only out of an ideological commitment but also simply to
feed their families in a society offering few other economic opportunities. Once full-fledged civil
war erupted in 1975, the Shi‘a became the cannon fodder for the fedayeen. Indeed, more Shi‘a
died in the fighting than members of any other sect.Even before the Israeli invasion of 1982, the
fortunes of the armed Palestinian presence had soured, especially in southern Lebanon where
the Amal movement gained many adherents at the expense of the parties of the Left. Amal had
been founded in the early 1970s by Sayyid Musa al-Sadr, the Iran-born cleric of Lebanese
ancestry, as a militia adjunct to the Harakat al-Mahrumin, the Movement of the Deprived, the
predominantly Shi‘i populist reform movement. Amal was initially trained by Fatah, the largest
organization in the PLO, and played a minor role in the fighting of 1975 and 1976. Although Amal
was aligned with the Lebanese National Movement (LNM)—an array of radical and reformist
groups opposed to the political dominance of the Maronite Christians—by 1976 the alignment
was strained by Amal’s support for Syria and its armed intervention to prevent a victory by the
PLO and the LNM over the Maronite militias.The Role of Musa al-SadrMusa al-Sadr, widely
known as Imam Musa, was instrumental in improving the lot of the ordinary Shi‘a in southern
Lebanon while reducing the power of traditional Shi‘i elites. His unremitting opponent was Kamil
al-As‘ad, the powerful Shi‘i political boss from the southern town of al-Tayyiba who had long
grown accustomed to power. Kamil-bey (“bey” is a Turkish honorific) accurately viewed al-Sadr
as a serious threat to his political power base, which was built on a foundation of subordination
and patronage. Physically imposing and a man of intelligence, courage, personal charm,
enormous energy, and great complexity, al-Sadr attracted a wide array of supporters. He set out
to establish himself as the paramount leader of the Shi‘i community. When he arrived in Lebanon
in the late 1950s, the community was most known for its poverty and general
underdevelopment.Al-Sadr exhorted his followers not to accept their deprivation fatalistically; he
believed that as long as his fellow Shi‘i could speak out through their religion they could
overcome their condition. As he once observed, “Whenever the poor involve themselves in a
social revolution it is a confirmation that injustice is not predestined” (Norton 1987, 40). One of
his first significant acts was to establish a vocational institute in the southern town of Burj al-
Shimali. The institute, constructed at a cost of about $165,000, became an important symbol of
Musa al-Sadr’s leadership, and it survives to this day under the competent supervision of his
sister, known commonly as Sitt (or Lady) Rabab, one of the most admired women in the
Lebanese Shi‘i community.Musa al-Sadr recognized the insecurity of the Maronites and
acknowledged their need to maintain their monopoly hold on the presidency. Yet he was critical
of this Christian community for its arrogant stance toward the Muslims, and particularly the Shi‘a.
He argued that the Maronite-dominated government had neglected the South, where half the
Shi‘a lived. He was anticommunist, probably not only on principled grounds but because the
various communist organizations were among his prime competitors for Shi‘i recruits. While the
two branches of the Ba‘th Party (pro-Iraqi and pro-Syrian) were making significant inroads



among the Shi‘a of the South and of the Beirut suburbs, he appropriated their pan-Arab slogans.
Although the movement he founded, Harakat al-Mahrumin and its Amal militia, was aligned with
the ideologically eclectic and radical Lebanese National Movement in the early stages of the
Lebanese civil war (1975–1976), he found its Druze leader, Kamal Jumblatt, irresponsible and
exploitative of the Shi‘a and willing “to combat the Christians to the last Shi‘i” (Pakradouni 1983,
106).Al-Sadr’s stance toward the Palestinian presence in the South was similarly complex. He
consistently expressed sympathy for Palestinian aspirations, and yet he was unwilling to
countenance actions that exposed Lebanese citizens, especially Shi‘i citizens of the South, to
additional suffering. Imam Musa prophetically warned the PLO that it was not in its interest to
establish a state within a state in Lebanon. The PLO’s failure to heed this warning helped to
spawn the alienation of their natural allies, the Shi‘a, who actively resisted the Palestinian
fighters in their midst only a few years later. In May 1976, al-Sadr threw his support to Syria
when Syrian president Hafez al-Asad intervened in Lebanon on the side of the Maronite militias
and against the LNM and its Palestinian allies. Although he mistrusted Syrian motives in
Lebanon and felt that it was only Lebanon’s indigestibility that prevented it from being swallowed
by its more powerful neighbor, he nonetheless believed that the Syrians were an important ally in
his challenge to Palestinian power in southern Lebanon.Musa al-Sadr first came to prominence
in 1969, when a Lebanese Supreme Islamic Shi‘i Council came into existence with Imam Musa
as its chairman. The council, formally authorized two years earlier by the Chamber of Deputies,
or Lebanese parliament, provided for the first time a representative body for the Shi‘a
independent of the Sunni Muslims. It was a stunning confirmation of al-Sadr’s status as the
leading Shi‘i cleric and one of the most important political figures in the country. The al-Sadr–led
council quickly made its presence known by issuing demands in the military, social, economic,
and political realms, including improved measures for the defense of the South, provision of
development funds, construction and improvement of schools and hospitals, and an increase in
the number of Shi‘a appointed to senior government positions. Unfortunately the response of the
Lebanese government was ineffectual. Its Council of the South (Majlis al-Janub), created in the
late 1960s in the wake of a general strike organized by al-Sadr and chartered to support the
development of the region, became an infamous locus of corruption.The growing influence of
Musa al-Sadr prior to the civil war certainly gave direction to the political awakening of the Shi‘a;
it bears reiterating, however, that Imam Musa led only a fraction of his politically affiliated co-
religionists. It was the multi-confessional parties and militias that attracted the majority of Shi‘i
recruits, and many more Shi‘a carried arms under the colors of these organizations than under
Amal. Perhaps al-Sadr’s single most important success was to reduce the authority and
influence of the traditional Shi‘i elites, but it was the civil war and the associated explosion of
extralegal organizations that smashed the power of many political personalities long comfortable
in privilege and power.Whatever he may have been, and despite his occasionally vehement
histrionics, Musa al-Sadr was hardly a man of war. His weapons were words, and in a country
where the force of arms increasingly held sway, his political efforts were eventually short-



circuited. He seemed destined to be eclipsed by the violence that engulfed Lebanon.In August
1978 al-Sadr flew from Beirut to Tripoli with two aides to attend ceremonies commemorating the
ascent of Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi to power in 1969. When his failure to arrive at the
ceremony was noticed, rumors circulated that he had left for Italy. The Libyan government
quickly claimed to have evidence that al-Sadr had indeed left the country. However, supporters
of the missing cleric pointed out that al-Sadr’s baggage was found in a Tripoli hotel and there
was no evidence of his arrival in Rome. Airline crews could not confirm that al-Sadr had ever
flown from Libya to Italy. Although his fate is unknown to this day, Gaddafi is widely suspected of
having ordered his assassination because, so the rumors have it, Gaddafi viewed him as a
political rival.The Resurgence of AmalAmal, which was fading into obscurity after the eruption of
the civil war in 1975, began an impressive resurgence in part because of the intense Shi‘i outcry
after al-Sadr’s enigmatic disappearance. Also contributing to Amal’s renewed popularity was, of
course, Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 1978 and the historic Iranian revolution of 1978–79,
which provided an exemplar for action, if not a precise model for emulation.Amal drew
substantial support from the growing Shi‘i middle class, for whom the movement represented an
assertive voice against the power of the political zu‘ama. Equally important, Amal challenged the
stifling and often brutal domination of the Palestinian guerrillas whose public support plummeted
in the late 1970s and early 1980s for bringing southern Lebanon into the crossfire with
Israel.Israel’s invasion of 1978, the “Litani Operation,” though minor compared to the wars yet to
come in 1982 and 2006, displaced hundreds of thousands of Lebanese from the southern
region. Relations between the Shi‘a in the South and the Palestinian resistance and its
Lebanese affiliates were deteriorating. Not only were the Shi‘a weary of being caught in the
Israeli-Palestinian cross fire, but they increasingly viewed the Palestinians as an occupying force
prone to high-handedness and brutality. Amal militiamen and Palestinian guerrillas clashed with
increasing frequency. For most Amal supporters, the overriding and immediate concern was
security, and their efforts were often centered on forming local home-guards or militias that,
naturally, the PLO viewed with great suspicion. Fierce confrontations also erupted between Amal
partisans and pro-Iraq groups, such as the Arab Ba‘th (Resurrection) Party, the Nationalist Party,
and the Iraq-sponsored Arab Liberation Front, given the Iraqi regime’s often brutal treatment of
Shi‘i Muslims.Although Amal resistance fighters actively opposed the continuing Israeli
occupation of Lebanon, especially after 1983, Amal tacitly welcomed the Israeli invasion of June
1982 because it broke the power of the Palestinian fighters in the South. Amal leaders,
especially Nabih Berri and Daoud Suleiman Daoud, the powerful leader in the South until his
assassination under still murky circumstances in the late 1980s, sought a modus vivendi with
Israel and the United States. Berri’s participation in the National Salvation Committee—which
had been created by Lebanese president Elias Sarkis to foster dialogue among Lebanon’s most
powerful militia leaders during the Israeli siege of Beirut—was castigated by young radicals
within Amal who described the Committee as no more than an “American-Israeli bridge” allowing
the United States to enter and control Lebanon (Norton 1987, 105). There is no doubt that



Berri’s willingness to contemplate a deal that would favor Syria’s enemies also provoked
Damascus to lend support to Hezbollah as a counterweight to Amal.Later, from 1985 to 1988,
the militia and sympathetic units of the Lebanese army—spurred on by Syria—conducted its
“war of the camps” to prevent the Palestinians from regaining the position of dominance they had
enjoyed prior to the Israeli invasion. The campaign prompted Amal’s emerging political rival
among the Lebanese Shi‘a, Hezbollah, to assist the Palestinians. (The “war of the camps” is
discussed further in chapter 4.)As the civil war in Lebanon drew to a close in the late 1980s,
Amal was overstretched and weakened. What had been a dynamic and progressive movement
in the early 1980s, with extensive popular support, now became a full-blown patronage system
with all the corruption, inefficiency, and inequity that Amal had long ascribed to the traditional
zu‘ama. As for Nabih Berri, with the end of the internal war in 1990 he became speaker of the
parliament and remains a fixture in Lebanese politics. The irony of Berri’s transformation from
populist nemesis of the confessional system to powerful and wealthy denizen of confessional
politics is not lost on the Lebanese.After Imam Musa’s disappearance, the Supreme Islamic Shi‘i
Council was taken over by the cerebral Shi‘i ‘alim,3 Shaikh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din, an
intellectually gifted cleric without a significant grassroots following. Under his guidance, however,
the council became especially active in sponsoring and launching a series of ecumenical
exchanges, intended to foster dialogue between Christians and Muslims. Shams al-Din
emphasized the spiritual renewal of Muslims rather than the goal of seeking power, which, he
argued, is often at cross purposes with the goal of Islamic renewal. Although it still enjoys
respect as a religious and political focal point of the growing Shi‘i professional class, it has been
eclipsed both by Amal and Hezbollah, especially since Shams al-Din’s death from lung cancer in
2001. Today the group is led by the plain-spoken cleric and Amal’s longtime ally ‘Abd al-Amr
Qabalan, the Ja‘fari Mufti al-Mumtaz, that is, the officially recognized senior expert on Shi‘i
religious law. This author was first introduced to him, in fact, in 1980 by the Amal leader in the
South, Daoud Suleiman Daoud, at an informal Amal gathering in a Shi‘i village. Qabalan,
tellingly, remains the vice president of the council; the post of president is vacant. Although the
council no longer has the extensive popular support it had during its years under al-Sadr’s
leadership, it does enjoy guaranteed access to the state and remains a potential institutional
rival to Amal as well as to Hezbollah.MAP 2 Lebanon’s major confessional groups (sects) and
the areas where they predominate.1 At the end of the civil war the Copts became another
recognized confession, bringing the total number to eighteen. The original seventeen included
four Muslim sects: Sunni, Shi‘i, Alawi, and Druze; twelve Christian sects: Assyrian, Syriac
Catholic, Syriac Orthodox, Chaldean, Maronite, “Rome” Catholic, Greek Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Armenian Catholic, evangelical, and smaller Christian sects,
which are considered one group; and Jewish (few Jews remain in Lebanon today, but children
born of Lebanese Jewish parents may register as citizens at Lebanese embassies).2 Fida’i (pl.,
fida’iyun, rendered often as fedayeen) is a common Arabic term for one who sacrifices himself;
that is, a guerrilla fighter.3 The term ‘alim (pl., ‘ulama), which literally means “scholar,” connotes



a person who has acquired specialized religious knowledge, whether in philosophy,
jurisprudence, or rhetoric, or who has profound knowledge of the Quran. Although it is
convenient to think of an ‘alim as a cleric or member of the clergy, this is only an approximation,
as the ‘alim may not necessarily hold any formal religious position, and there is no close
equivalent to the concept of ordination in Islam. In Christianity, a “man of religion” is often
understood to be a member of the clergy, whereas in Islam a rajul al-tadayyun means, literally, a
religious man, not an ‘alim.
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E. Beaver, “Even-Handed Portrayal That Avoids The Hysteria. Lumped into the one size fits all
portrayal of terror groups popularized by the media and the government, the author performs a
valuable public service in removing Hezbollah from this fog of uncertainty and falsehood,
portraying it accurately amid the context of radicalization and growing awareness within the Shia
community in the 70's and early 80's. Norton highlights the inherent conflict within Hezbollah
between pragmatism and dedication to the founding tenets of the organization.It is the resolution
of this conflict that will determine the fate of Lebanon amid the power struggles ongoing in the
aftermath of the summer 2006 conflict that the author says split Lebanon into two groups; those
who support the goals of the Cedar Revolution and those who feel victimized by the corrupt
government and elites, seeking to share power at the expense of the Sunni power structure.The
pragmatism of Hezbollah seems without limits, whether cooperating with Communist or
Christian groups in political parlays or in adhering to the "rules of the game" devised by them
and the Israelis during the Israeli occupation of Southern Lebanon. It is this pragmatism that
sets Hezbollah apart from other Islamist political organizations and Norton does a fine job of
exploring it in detail.A fascinating look that could have been far longer and examined far more
but remains one of the best on the subject.”

Jason C. Howk, “The first book you should buy about Hezbollah. Compact and meticulously
researched. The book you must have about Hezbollah if you want to understand its roots and
vision.  Excellent writer.”

Kevin McKeegan, “Over all a good balanced book. a book that stays neutral to Hezbollah . A
chapter or two did get confusing with names and political in fighting of Muslim groups can get
confusing as well. I finished the book in 3 days I'm glad I picked it up. it helps give a moderate
understanding of Lebanon,which is confusing. I would have liked the book to include more info
about relations with Christians in Lebanon.”

George K. Mccullough, “A very good educational read!. Hezbollah is obviously a well-trained
military organization. Whether I disagree or agree with such a disciplined military organ I respect
the threat and its dedication as the opponent. Fascinating....George”

Paolo Serra, “I love it. excellent”

RicPerez, “Augustus Richard Norton's book "Hezbollah". Great Book. Thanks a lot to the seller
for her kindness. The book seems looks phisically new. Has been a very useful tool for my
research. Although the postal service wasn't as efficient as expected but i feel satissfied aout
this purchase. Thanks a lot.”



Timothy Burlingame, “A concise history of Hezbollah and its social and political context.. I'm a
foreign policy professional and needed a quick yet comprehensive read that would give me the
broad outlines of the history and context of Hezbollah. This book fit the bill perfectly. It was
authoritative while remaining relatively plain-spoken and easy to read.”

Lee L., “A great introduction to the Party of God. In this short, but revealing book, Norton has
provided an excellent overview of the history and politics surrounding Hezbollah. The book
contains chapters on the founding of the group, its internal dynamics, as well as how it operates
in the regional context. Unlike some analysis of the group, Norton freely discusses both sides of
the group: the side that operates and behaves like an organized and effective political party, and
the side that can be characterized as a terrorist organization. Norton does this with relative ease
and a clear and direct writing style. He demonstrates that the group has evolved at a rapid pace
and that no one can say with absolute certainty how the group will continue to evolve.Unlike
Harik's work on Hezbollah, Norton does a fine job of retaining some neutrality here and does not
let a great deal of personal opinion seep into what should be a scholarly work. He has an
impressive amount of experience working inside Lebanon and is thus very close to the subject
he writes about, but this does not appear to have caused him to tilt one way or the other. His
chapter on the July 2006 war with Israel is proof of that. His treatment of a highly controversial
subject is remarkably balanced. He identifies what both sides were doing and thinking at the
time and how it led to the outbreak of real hostilities.The book is relatively short, but it was not
meant to be a sweeping and comprehensive history. He deals with all of the important aspects
of the group and the finished product should be read by all those seeking a greater
understanding of Hezbollah. Anything Norton produces in the future will be essential reading for
the field.”

Franz Bieberkopf, “Excellent one-volume account of Hezbollah.. Hezbollah first came to my
conciousness in the early 1980s,partly due to kidnappings of westerners in Lebanon,also as
their role in the anti-Israeli resistance in southern Lebanon became clearer.After 15 years
exposure to the western media's demonisation of Hezbollah,I visited Lebanon in 1999,and was
suprised to see Hezbollah flags on display,and meet Lebanese who told me they voted for
Hezbollah.Evidently,there is more than one version of Hezbollah's life and times.Norton's history
is a good corrective to the stereotypes of Hezbollah.He traces the root of the organisation to the
late 1970s.He takes account of Iranian influence,but stresses the importance of Lebanese
nationalism in the organisation.Hezbollah and other Shiite groups didn't resist Israeli occupation
from 1982 onwards because of anti-semitism or because they had nothing better to do-they
wanted a foriegn army out of their country.The emergence of Hezbollah as a political party and
general social welfare organisation amongst Lebanese Shiites,complete with TV station and
website,is also covered well.It's a fairly easy read for the non-specialist,even though written by
an academic.Recommended.”



igjmiddx, “Generally excellent. This book is generally excellent and is written is a style that
makes it easy to read. The manner in which it is written as well means that the book will have
appeal to a general reader as well as an academic one.The book does deal with the
contemporary challenges that face Hezbollah but this element might be stronger and more
emphatic.However the book does maintain a balanced perspective which delivers greater
benefit than a book that has been written by a Hezbollah apologist.A good read.igjmiddx”

Peter, “Efficient reliable service. Good book. Got here in reasonable time. Thanks”

le pâtissier, “Four Stars. fast delivery, book has quite a few markings - too many for my taste. but
basically: 4 stars!”

Nicholas James Brimelow, “Five Stars. Very good”

The book by Marylène Patou-Mathis has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 63 people have provided
feedback.
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